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you, Ellie for all you have done and all that is 
still to be accomplished. 
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AMERICAN SAMOA TSUNAMI 

HON. ENI F.H. FALEOMAVAEGA 
OF AMERICAN SAMOA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 29, 2009 

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Madam Speaker, 
one month ago, the U.S. Territory of American 
Samoa was struck by the world’s most power-
ful earthquake of 2009, which set off a 
tsumani that left untold damage and loss. 
Once more, I want to thank the Obama Ad-
ministration, the U.S. Congress, and our 
friends in the House and Senate, including the 
Hawaii Delegation and the Territorial Dele-
gates who have stood by us every step of the 
way. 

I especially thank Senator DANIEL K. INOUYE, 
HI, Senator DANIEL K. AKAKA, HI, Congress-
man NEIL ABERCROMBIE, HI, Congresswoman 
MAZIE HIRONO, HI, Congresswoman MAD-
ELEINE BORDALLO, GU, Congressman 
GREGORIO KILILI CAMACHO SABLAN, MP, Con-
gresswoman DONNA CHRISTENSEN, VI, and 
Congressman PEDRO PIERLUISI, PR for their 
unwavering support. 

I also thank the many foreign nations and 
non-government organizations who have been 
so generous in helping us rebuild. 

I also want to recognize Cathy Barnhardt of 
the Combined Airline Ticket Office, CATO, and 
those at the United Airlines government desk 
including Debbie Smith and Darlene Sacha, 
and also Debbie Trance-Mordecai of United 
Global Services at the JFK airport in New 
York for the outstanding service they provide 
at all times. 

Above all, I pay tribute to the people of 
American Samoa for the strength, courage 
and faith they have shown in the face of ad-
versity. My heart also continues to go out to 
the families of those who have lost loved 
ones, and I ask for your continued support 
and prayers on their behalf. 

Again, I express my sincere gratitude for ev-
eryone, named and unnamed, for lending us a 
hand when we need it most. I appreciate your 
kindness and assure you that the people of 
American Samoa are grateful for your service. 
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HONORING DANIEL L. WALTER, 
M.D. 

HON. DALE E. KILDEE 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 29, 2009 

Mr. KILDEE. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to take this opportunity to congratulate Dr. 
Daniel L. Walter as he retires after 45 years 
as a Family Practice physician in Davison 
Michigan. Dr. Walter will be honored at a cele-
bration on November 4. 

After graduating from the University of 
Michigan Medical School in 1959, Dr. Walter 
completed an internship in Family Practice at 
Madigan Army Medical School and Madigan 
General Hospital. He was then commissioned 
as a Captain in the U.S. Army and served 
from 1960 to 1963 as a Battle Group Surgeon 
attached to the 82nd Airborne Division at Fort 

Bragg. During this time he was the recipient of 
the Army Commendation Medal, Senior Para-
chutist Badge and a U.S. Navy Commenda-
tion. 

Dr. Walter established a Family Practice in 
Davison in 1963 once his military service was 
concluded. Over the years Dr. Walter has par-
ticipated in numerous community and medical 
associations. Acknowledged and appreciated 
by his peers, he served in leadership positions 
with several organizations. Dr. Walter also 
committed extensive time to educating the 
area coaches and high school staffs about 
recognizing and treating sports injuries. He 
was the first Diplomat of the American Board 
of Family Practice in the Flint area. Dr. Walter 
and his wife, Peggy, have six children. 

Madam Speaker, I ask the House of Rep-
resentatives to join his family, friends and col-
leagues in congratulating Dr. Daniel L. Walter 
on an excellent medical career. I wish him the 
best for many, many years ahead. 
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RED RIBBON WEEK 

HON. ILEANA ROS-LEHTINEN 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 29, 2009 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Madam Speaker, I 
support Red Ribbon Week and our unified ef-
forts against illegal drug use. 

Red Ribbon Week represents the largest 
united effort of the American people to pro-
mote drug prevention. We must all continue to 
support this effort. 

This dreadful problem plagues communities 
throughout our Nation and especially my home 
district in South Florida. Miami is one of the 
leading areas in cocaine related deaths. And 
an estimated 20,000 people a year die from il-
legal drug use throughout the United States 
each year. 

Thankfully, over 80 million people participate 
in Red Ribbon week by pledging to lead a 
drug free life. With our encouragement we can 
have many more youths take this pledge. 

As a former educator I know that Red Rib-
bon Week offers the perfect opportunity to 
raise awareness and help educate students at 
a young age on the dangers of drug use. The 
terrifying fact is that over 60 percent of teens 
reported that drugs were sold, used, or 
present at their schools. We must teach stu-
dents about the dangers of drugs and discour-
age them of ever becoming involved with 
drugs in the first place. Only by actively en-
gaging our children can we impress on them 
the importance of being drug-free. 

It has been proven that when teenagers’ 
parents talk to them regularly about the dan-
gers of drug use, they are 42 percent less 
likely to use drugs. Families, adults, and chil-
dren joining together for this cause have a 
profound impact on not only those partici-
pating, but also the communities as a whole. 

We must continue to strive to increase 
awareness and participation in Red Ribbon 
Week to help stop this devastating problem of 
drug abuse and drug-related violence. 

In this effort we must also remember those 
who seek to safeguard our children in the fight 
against drugs. Just this Monday, three Drug 
Enforcement Administration agents died trag-
ically while conducting overseas operations. 
The agents were returning from a counter-nar-

cotics operation when the military helicopter 
they were riding in crashed. Seven U.S. mili-
tary servicemembers were also killed in the 
crash. 

Of these heroes, Special Agent Chad Mi-
chael was from my Congressional district and 
I would like to take this moment to honor his 
memory and sacrifice. Before being reas-
signed in August to a DEA operation in Af-
ghanistan, Special Agent Michael was a mem-
ber of South Florida’s DEA team for six years. 
The DEA agents were assigned to the agen-
cy’s operation against Afghanistan’s opium 
trade, which frequently funds insurgent activ-
ity. Efforts in Afghanistan began in 2005 and 
in the past year have been reinforced to fully 
attack international drug trade and the activi-
ties it funds. Since illegal drugs have a large 
dependence on international sources, it is crit-
ical that we support those who help to fight 
this part of the drug war. 

My prayers go out to Special Agent Mi-
chael’s family, and to the families of all the he-
roes who risk their lives each day to make our 
country and this world safer and drug-free. 

As a mother and grandmother, and for the 
sake of all our children, I urge all Americans 
to take the Red Ribbon Week pledge this and 
every October. 
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CONGRATULATING JOYCE ANN 
BROWN ON CELEBRATING 20 
YEARS OF FREEDOM AND FIGHT-
ING FOR JUSTICE 

HON. DANNY K. DAVIS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 29, 2009 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Madam speaker, I rise 
to express my best wishes to celebrate the life 
and achievements of Joyce Ann Brown. I had 
the pleasure of having Ms. Brown serve on a 
reentry panel during the 39th Congressional 
Black Caucus Foundation’s Annual Legislative 
Conference. Ms. Brown was unjustly convicted 
of a crime she did not commit and served nine 
years, five months and 24 days in prison be-
fore this injustice was realized and the guilty 
verdict was reversed. Upon release, Joyce 
started the not for profit organization, Mothers 
(Fathers) for the Advancement of Social Sys-
tems Inc. (MASS Inc.) in Dallas, TX. This or-
ganization focuses on assisting released ex- 
offenders reintegrating into society. 

The reentry of ex-offenders is an issue of 
very high priority and importance to me and I 
am personally invested in the success of orga-
nizations like MASS, Inc. With the passage of 
the Second Chance Act in 2008, organizations 
such as MASS will benefit from additional fed-
eral grant funding to strengthen programs that 
aid ex-offenders in becoming productive con-
tributing members of society. 

Throughout my career, I have fought for the 
underserved and underrepresented and on my 
journey have come to admire Joyce Ann 
Brown for all her work and achievements in 
the area of social justice. Ms. Brown spent 
three years writing letters to appeal the atro-
cious injustice she faced and continued to 
fight upon release. Therefore, I am delighted 
to be included in commending Joyce Ann 
Brown and would like to thank her for her as-
sistance with our work here on the hill. The or-
ganization she has created has helped many 
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